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Written a hundred and fifty years ago, and now firſt pub- 


liſh'd from a manuſeript found among the papers or a 
late NosLs Loup. | : 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
AE following little poem was found very 


died not long ago, to whoſe: ſucteſſor being of 15 
value, and entirely unintelligible, he 1 made a pre- 
ſent of it to the Editor. | 


" There is a tradition i in the famih, that one of 
their Anceſtors, about a hundred and fifty ty years 


ago, retir'd early in hfe from the world and Spent 


the remainder. 9 his days in literary amuſements. 
This piece ſeems to be one of his compoſitions, from 
the following reaſons : The manner of rhyming, 


and ſeveral expreſſions now obſolete, agree per- 
Fectiy with thoſe which were in common uſe at the 


time when, tis imagin'd, this Elegy was compos'd 
the ſentiments therein contain'd are what the ſup- 


pos'd Author, *tis ſaid, did conſtantly recommend to 


others, and countenance, as much as he was able, by 


his own practice; and laſtly, the manuſcript plainly 
appears to have been written * the ſame hand as 


A 


lately among the papers of a nobleman who 
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„ ADVERTISEMENT. 
ſeveral letters and papers of buſineſs, which are 
dated and fign'd by that Gentleman. 


If the reader is pleas'd with either the poetry 
or ſentiments, he needs not be conſtrain'd to ſup- 
preſs his approbation ; for the heart that breath'd 
em can no longer be ſenſible of the voice of fame, 
having ceas'd to beat, perhaps, a hundred years 
before he was born. But ſhould any farther painful 
apprehenſion remain, leſt the living deſcendants of 
the Author might derive pleaſure or credit from 
| what favor the public could ſhew the piece, that 
$ Feruple will hkewiſe vaniſh as ſoon as the former, 
L when he conſiders how very few modern Per ſons of 

Dijſtiuction, have any conſiderations at all of that 
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E EP in a grove by cypreſs ſhaded, 
Where mid-day ſun had ſeldom mn, 


1 SS 


Or noiſe the folemn ſcene invaded, 


Save ſome afflicted Muſe” 8 moan, 


A ſwain t'wards full ag d manhood wending 
Sate ſorrowing at the cloſe of day, 

At whoſe fond ſide a boy attending 
Lis 15 half his father s cares . 


The” 


- — 4 
- 
; OO | 


wu OPTI Il 


4 
| 


* DJ 
d 
oy -< 
F 1 
— * . 
9 4 4 = . ö Wy 
2 - 5 —_— m s A * * A 
* — *. * 
a hb „ oo - -”» — 


1 — — hen: de dae WAS rei why a 


% 


The father s eyes no objedt 9 

EZ But on the ſmiling prattler hung, is 

| Till, what his throbbing heart ſuggeſted, 
'Thele accents trembled from his tongue. 


« My youth's firſt hope, my manhood's treaſure, 
cc My prattling Innocent attend, 


ce Nor fear rebuke or ſour diſpleaſure, 


cc A father's lovelieſt name iS friend. 


— 


« Some n from long experience flowing, 
yo Worth more than royal grants receive, 

« For truths are wealth of Heav'n's e 
" Which kings have ſeldom power to give. 


— 


6 Since from an done, race deſcended . | 
60 Vou boaſt an unattainted blood, | 

* „ By your's be their fair fame MY 

5 And claim by birth-right to be pod. 


cc In 
I 


135 

ce In love for ev'ry fellow creature 1 5 
" Superior riſe above the 3 
* What moſt ennobles human a 5 

cc Was ne'er the portion of the N 7 


c« Be thine the gen rous heart that borrows. 


ce From others joys a friendly olow, 
© And for each hapleſs neighbour's ſorrows. 
« Throbs with a ſympathetic woe. 


* - 
* * 1 * 
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N This is the temper moſt endearing; 3 


«© Tho' wide proud pomp her banner ſpreads, 


© An heav'nlier power good-nature bearing 
Each heart in willing thraldom leads. 


« Taſte not from fame's uncertain fountain 
© The peace-deſtroying 1 ſtreams that flow, 

“Nor from ambition's dang'rous mountain 
&« Look down upon the world below. * 


The 
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« The princely pine on hills exalted, 
<« Whoſe lofty branches cleave the {ky, © 
« By winds, long bray'd, at laſt aſſaulted 
57 40 headlong whirl'd an duſt to li 3 


« Whilſt the mild coſe more ſafely growing 

| Low in it's unaſpiring vale, 

“ Amidſt retirements ſhelter blowing 
äExchanges ſweets with ev'ry ale. 


4 Wiſh not for beauty's darling features 
“ Moulded by nature's fondling pow'r, 
« For faireſt forms mong human creatures 
c Shine but the pageants of an hour. 


« I faw, the pride of all the meadow, 

« At noon, a gay narciſſus blow 
Upon a river's bank, what ſhadow 

“ Bloom'd in the filver waves below; 


« By 
| 4 


E 
6c By oon tde- 8 tint it” 8 youth was waſted, 
„ waters, as they paſs d, en 
cc At eve it's glories all were blaſted R048 
«© And not one former tint remain'd. ” Tho 


Nor let vain wit's deceitful glory 
Lead you from wiſdom's path aſtray, 
e What genius lives renown'd in ſtory 
To happineſs who found the way. 


«In yonder mead behold that vapor 
C Whoſe vivid beams illuſive play, 
e Far off it ſeems a friendly taper 
To guide the trav'ller on his way; 


« But ſhould ſome hapleſs wreteh purſuing 
Tread where the treach*rous meteors glow, 
<« He'd find, too late his raſhneſs rueing, 
That fatal quickſands lurk below. 
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In life ſuch bubbles nought admiring 


ce Gilt with falſe light and fill'd with air, 
* Do you, from pageant crowds — 


To peace in virtue's cot repair; 


There ſeek the never waſted treaſure, 

* Which mutual love and friendſhip give, 
“ Domeſtic comfort, ſpotleſs pleaſure, 

c And bleſs'd and bleſſing you will live. 


« If Heav'n with children crowns your dwelling, 
« As mine it's bounty does with you, 

< In fondneſs fatherly excelling 
« Th* example you have felt purſue.” 


He paus'd---for tenderly careſling ' 


. The darling of his wounded heart, 


Looks had means only of expreſſing 
N houghts language never could impart. 


Now 
1 
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| Now night her mournful mantle ſpreading FX 
| Had rob'd with black th* horizon round, 
And dank dews from her treſſes ſhedding 48 7] 
With genial moiſture bath 'd the > ground z 


When back to cley follies ghing 

Midſt cuſtom's ſlaves he liv'd reſign'd 
His face, array d in ſmiles, denying 
The true en, of his mind; 


For ſerioully around ſurvey 


Each character, i in youth n age, | 
Of fools betray'd, and knaves betraying, | . * 
That * upon this human ſtage, 


(Peaceful himſelf and WY TIO 
He loath'd the ſcenes of guile and ſtrife, | 
And felt each ſecret wiſh inclining 


To leave this fretful farce of life. | 
| Vet 
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